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~HILL PEACKE

JOURNEYS

DISCOVER CAMBODIA AND LAOS
WITH BILL PEACH JOURNEYS

Indochina Explorer

11 Days | 31 Jan - 10 Feb 2018 | AUD$10,595pp twin share | Single Supplement $2,795

EXCLUSIVE HIGHLIGHTS

% Stay 10 nights in refined and luxurious hotels

including Belmond La Residence Phou Vao, the
Ansara Hotel Vientiane, Raffles Grand Angkor Hotel
and Raffles Hotel Le Royal Phnom Penh

%7 Visit UNESCO World Heritage Site Angkor Wat
in Siem Reap to explore Asia’s most magnificent
archaelogical ruins including Angkor Tom &
Bayon Temple

%7 Tour the UNESCO World Heritage listed city of

Luang Prabang to discover its charms

%7 Explore the historic cities of Vientiane, Siem Reap

and Phnom Penh

%7 All touring, transfers and internal flights included

%7 All meals included throughout

%7 Services of a Journey Director and English

speaking local guides for the entire journey

“Each day beld its own bighlights, because it was
all new to us seeing places and doing things we

bave only beard about and never dreamt of doing.”

Rex & Coral Roberts, Oatley NSW

ill Peach Journeys will take you on an incredible odyssey
B through Cambodia and Laos to discover their rich tapestry

of picturesque villages, palaces and ancient temples. You will
visit UNESCO World Heritage Sites including Angkor Wat in Siem
Reap and the city of Luang Prabang enjoying extraordinary cultural
experiences throughout. The hotel accommodation is exquisite and
only adds to the entire touring experience including Belmond La
Residence Phou Vao, the Ansara Hotel Vientiane, Raffles Grand
Angkor Hotel and Raffles Hotel Le Royal in Phnom Penh.
The gentle lifestyle of the village people, the chanting of the monks,
you will marvel at a culture untouched by the pressures of western
civilisation. You will also tour to Vientiane and Phnom Penh.
Embark on an Indochina adventure in style creating memories to
last a lifetime. Enrich your cultural knowledge and discover the
charm and history that awaits. Perhaps you would also like to add
to your trip with a pre or post tour extension recommended by our
Reservations team.
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EXPLORE THE CHARMS

DAY 1 | ARRIVE LUANG PRABANG

Upon arrival in Laos, transfer to our luxurious hotel La
Residence Phou Vao which is nestled in the mountains and
overlooks this remarkable world heritage town. A superb hotel
that reflects the cultural charm of the area. Enjoy a special
welcome dinner this evening with your fellow travellers.

Overnight: Belmond La Residence Phou Vao or similar

DAY 2 ‘ LUANG PRABANG

Located at the confluence of the Mekong River and the Nam
Khan (Khan River), UNESCO-protected Luang Prabang is a
beautiful mix of ancient gilded temples, saffron-clad monks,
faded Indochinese villas and peaceful river scenery. Take a tour
exploring some of the highlights of this incredibly picturesque
town. Start with a visit to the Royal Palace, which is now a
National Museum housing precious artefacts that belonged to
the Royal Family. Incredible sights await as we explore some
of Luang Prabang’s famed temples including Wat Visoun,
Luang Prabang’s oldest temple. Notice its unusually shaped
stupa designed to look like a lotus flower but referred to by
locals as “the watermelon stupa”. We also visit Wat That Luang,
traditionally the cremation site for Lao royalty. After lunch we
explore one of Luang Prabang’s most picturesque sights, the
cascading Kuang Si Waterfall with electric turquoise waters
before returning to the hotel.

Overnight: Belmond La Residence Phou Vao or similar

DAY 3 | LUANG PRABANG

Today we explore the Luang Prabang countryside and enjoy a
long-tail boat cruise upstream on the Mekong River. Observe
the rugged limestone formations along its banks, as well as
the abundance of green forest and fishing villages on the way.
Explore the Tham Ting and Tham Phoum Caves, better known
as the Pak Ou Caves, home to thousands of miniature Buddha
images in different positions, including meditation, teaching,
peace, rain, and reclining. Continue by boat to the small fishing
village of Ban Pak Ou where lunch is served before returning
to Luang Prabang. Back in town, pay a visit to the Traditional
Arts and Ethnology Centre dedicated to the preservation and
celebration of the many ethnic groups existing in Laos both
today and in the past.

Overnight: Belmond La Residence Phou Vao or similar

OF CAMBODIA & LAOS

DAY 4 | LUANG PRABANG - VIENTIANE

The morning alms round (called “Tak Bat” in Lao) is a living
Buddhist tradition for the people of Luang Prabang and
dates back generations. Wake up before dawn to witness and
participate in offering alms to a procession of hundreds of
saffron-robed monks, truly a spiritual occasion! After the
almsgiving, watch the town come to life before returning to
your hotel in time for breakfast. Early afternoon we transfer to
the airport for our flight to Vientiane. Upon arrival, we enjoy
an afternoon at leisure after checking in to our luxury hotel.
Serene and restful yet located right in the centre of the capital,
the Ansara Hotel is just a short stroll away from the legendary
Mekong River and most major tourist attractions.

Overnight: Ansara Hotel or similar

DAY 5 | VIENTIANE

A world apart from other frantic Asian capitals, Vientiane
retains a quiet and pleasant aura. Visit some of the city’s most
notable temples or ‘wats’, including Wat Sisaket, famous for
its cloister wall housing thousands of tiny Buddha images,
Wat Phra Keo, now a museum adorned with carved wooden
features; and the popular Wat Si Muang with its painted
scenes from the life of the Buddha. We also visit That Luang, a
large gold-covered Buddhist stupa in the centre of Vientiane,
generally regarded as the most important national monument
in Laos. In the afternoon, visit the weaving home-studio of
Mrs. Carol Cassidy, an American expert in textiles who came
to Vientiane as part of a United Nations project to promote
traditional weaving. So impressed by the quality and diversity
of weaving throughout Laos, she set up the Lao Textiles Studio.

Overnight: Ansara Hotel or similar

DAY 6 | VIENTIANE - SIEM REAP

After breakfast, we transfer to the airport for our flight to Siem
Reap, Cambodia. Upon arrival, we transfer to our exquisite
hotel for the next three nights. Set across from the Royal
Palace, the Raffles Grand Angkor Hotel is a landmark hotel rich
in Cambodian history and full of original treasures. With over
15 acres of beautifully landscaped French gardens, the hotel is
a peaceful oasis to retreat to after exploring the temples in the
UNESCO World Heritage site only 10 minutes away.

Overnight: Raffles Grand Angkor Hotel or similar




DAY 7 | SIEM REAP

Today we visit Ta Prohm, a Buddhist temple considered one
of Angkor’s jewels followed by a visit to Ta Keo. Continue to
Angkor Thom, not a temple, but an entire walled city of nine
square kilometres which was once the ancient capital of the
Khmer Kingdom. With a population of 1 million, it was far
bigger than any city in Europe at the time. The centre piece is
Bayon Temple crowned with 216 giant, smiling faces of King
Jayavarman VII. Also visit the Terrace of the Elephants and
the Terrace of the Leper King, which houses almost perfectly
preserved carvings. Later this afternoon, visit Angkor Wat.
Surrounded by a 190 metre wide moat, 1.5 kilometres by 1.3
kilometres, it is claimed to be the largest religious building
in the world. The temple, which took 30 years to construct
and used the labours of 300,000 workers, was built as the
earthly representation of the universe with its central tower
symbolising Mt Meru which Hindus believe, is at the centre of
the Universe. Enjoy a sunset to remember!

Overnight: Raffles Grand Angkor Hotel or similar

DAY 8 | SIEM REAP

Board a private local boat this morning and set out on a Tonle
Sap Lake (the Great Lake of Cambodia) adventure to discover
floating villages and some unique wildlife in this UNESCO
designated biosphere reserve. Learn how communities live
and work on the lake; see the floating schools, markets, and
police stations, among other structures and observe their daily
lives. Afternoon at leisure.

Overnight: Raffles Grand Angkor Hotel or similar

DAY 9 | SIEM REAP - PHNOM PENH

After breakfast, we transfer to the airport for our flight to
Phnom Penh. Located on the banks of the Tonle Sap and
Mekong River, Phnom Penh was once known as the “Pearl of
Asia”, one of the loveliest French-built cities in Indochina.
After the Khmer Rouge regime, the city was sadly left a shadow
of its former self. Now, due to a strong, young dynamism,
the city is once again a vibrant, growing capital. The Royal
Palace and Silver Pagoda, two of the most striking buildings
in the capital are considered as some of the finest examples
of Khmer architecture. At the Silver Pagoda, notice the small
green crystal Buddha (the “Emerald Buddha”) and a life-sized
solid-gold Buddha, which weighs 90kg (198lb) and is adorned
with 2,086 diamonds.

Overnight: Raffles Hotel Le Royal or similar

DAY 10 | PHNOM PENH

Today we visit the National Museum, designed in Khmer style
by a French archaeologist and painter in 1917. The museum’s
collection includes over 14,000 items, making it one of the
world’s largest collections of Khmer art, including sculptural,
ceramics, bronzes, and ethnographic objects. Enjoy lunch at
Friends the Restaurant, a leading social enterprise and training
restaurant serving up tasty, creative Khmer cuisine. In the
afternoon, learn more about the turbulent Khmer Rouge years
with a visit to Tuol Sleng, a high school turned interrogation
prison known as S-21 during the Khmer Rouge era and now
a genocide museum. While a sombre reminder of the cruelty
of the Khmer Rouge regime, this visit will also provide an
appreciation of the struggle that Cambodian people have faced
and their tremendous courage to move on and rebuild their
nation. Return to your hotel in time to prepare for our special
farewell dinner.

Overnight: Raffles Hotel Le Royal or similar

DAY 11 | PHNOM PENH

After a leisurely breakfast, transfer to the airport for your flight
home taking with you memories of an unforgettable Indochina
exploration with new friends.




ABOUT LUXURY WORLD JOURNEYS

Our worldwide collection of journeys are operated by a select
number of preferred travel partners who we have chosen
because of their expertise within specific regions and who
combine the same style and superior level of service that
has become synonymous with Bill Peach Journeys. Each of
the worldwide journeys have a Bill Peach Journeys stamp of
quality.

When you travel on a Bill Peach Luxury World Journey
everything is included. This means not only does your holiday
include accommodation, dining and all excursions but every
one of these elements is the finest in its class. Throughout the
journey you will have a Journey Director on hand to look after
each detail.

Our journey director was a wonderful person and brilliant
organiser and as this was my first boliday on my own I felt
completely safe and relaxed knowing every situation would

be managed very well.
Beverley Butterfield, Keysborough VIC

WHY BILL PEACH JOURNEYS?

%7 A name you can trust with over 34 years of experience in
the luxury travel industry

%7 Fully inclusive journeys, all meals, accommodation,
touring, entrance fees, porterage taxes and luggage

%7 Travel throughout Asia requires expert planning and
organisation. Our Journey Planners ensure you enjoy an
intimate exploration of the places visited in comfort and
style

%7 A dedicated Journey Director that ensures you are looked
after every step of the way

%7 Local professional guides at every location

%7 55% of our travellers return to travel with us again within
the first year of their initial journey

For more information please call our Reservations Team on 1800 252 053 (Australia),
0800 445 700 (New Zealand) or visit www.billpeachjourneys.com.au

www.facebook.com/BillPeachJourneys ‘BILL PEACH-

Bill Peach Journeys Pty Ltd. ABN 11 054 959 152. Travel Agents licence Number 2TA 003 547 JOURNEYS




